THE ESTABLISHING OF PRINTING
AS A BUSINESS

THE year 1480 marked the change from the period
when each printer did everything for himself, to
that in which specialization began and the initial
steps were taken toward differentiation into 'organ-
ized industries. Adolph Rusch of Strassburg \\as a
leader in this tendency, probably realizing that he
was a very poor printer but a good bus:r,e>> man.
He developed a trade in supplying paper for other
printers, and entered into a contract fur printing a
portion of a Bible which Koberger of Nuremberg
had undertaken. Some of the Rhine Valley crafts-
men had apparently begun to specialize as type-
founders. This led to greater uniformity in the
characters, a long step toward monotony and stan-
dardization. The same tendency is seen in the dis-
covery, made about this time> that labor could be
saved, whenever a commentary was placed along-
side or all around the text, by using a type for notes
which was exactly half the size of the text type.

ANTON KOBERGER of Nuremberg became the
first wholesale printer or publisher on a large scale.
During the preceding quarter-century, the printer
was ordinarily also a retailer, having a bookstore in
the front of his house or shop. There he sold the
works he printed, as well as others which he secured